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A granite boulder in the northern You Yangs, which has weathered into a 
remarkable simulation of a human head, even including an’ear! 
Photo by Eric Wilkinson - (see additional comment on the Editors Page) 


Cover design: Graham Hill. 
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PLEASE TAKE SPECIAL NOTE 

Deadline for next issue is Wednesday April 11, night of the General Méeeings 
because of the intervention of Easter, and the early meeting in May. 

Typing will need to be finished before Easter. 

(Typed contributions are preferred, but if this is not possible, then 
please make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing.) 
Permission to reproduce articles from Whirrakee must be obtained from — 
Editor. All back numbers are available from the Editor at a cost of 

50 cents each. (Complete sets of Vols. 1-4 are available for $5.00 per 
volume plus postage.) 


2. 
- EDITORS PAGE - 


THIS MONTH'S COVER PHOTO 


Since no topical cover photo had been supplied for this month's issue, 

I delved into my collection of photographs, and decided to use this 

one, taken on“a bush walking trip through the norther You Yangs, some 
time in the late 1950's. The rock was on private property, as far as I 
can remember, and although I have never seen a photo of it published 
elsewhere, it certainly struck me as a particularly remarkable example 

of rock weathering, with a result reminiscent of the famous Easter Island. 
statues. 


The expression "solid as a rock" has little meaning when geological time is 
taken into consideration. As overlying rock is removed, joints in the granite 
(a result of its original cooling) open up, allowing water to enter. 
Chemicals dissolved in the water (naturally occurring acids etc.), act on 
the mineral grains, removing alteration products in-solution, and releasing 
mineral grains as sand. When adjacent blocks fall away, the faces of the 
remaining block(s)..are exposed to attack by rain, wetting and drying, 

ice action, sand .Diucting, mechanical disintegration, and biochemical 

attack by lichen. “In this case, the end result has been a rather good 
approximation of a crudely carved human head, even to grooves simulating 

an car, 


CONSERVATION GROUP 


The first meeting of the Conservation Group will be held from 5.30 to 
6.30 pm on Wednesday March 18, at Rod Fyffe's home, 546 Hargreaves St., 
Bendigo. Chris Bunn (46 8141) has offered to act as meeting convenor, and 
Suggested the after work timing on a trial basis, because of the number 
of evening meetings already on the club calendar, 


CHANGE TO GENERAL MEETING FORMAT 
a ae al ete ea 


The Committee discussed some of the problems associated with General Meetings, 
in particular, the generally late starts, and the amount of business, 

Working members often have genuine difficulty in making the meetings by 

7.30 pm (including current office bearers), and the option of altering the 
starting time to 8.0 pm was discussed. However, this was decided against 

on the grounds that this would inevitably result in an even later start. 

A compromise solution was decided on, and that is that the 7.30 pm - 8.30 pm 
period will be utilised for inspection of exhibits, library borrowing etc, 
and the business part of the meeting will commence at 8.0 pm. It is also 
intended that the speaker should be able to start by 8.30 pm. . 


4Oth ANNIVERSARY (1985) 


The 40th Anniversary Sub-Committee has held its first meeting under the 
convenorship of Rob Watkins. Possible activities suggested in their 

report to the main Committee included a Natural History Symposium, 
publications, preparation of audio-visual materials and hosting a W.V.F.N.C.A. 
meeting, including appropriate anniversary activities. The Committee has” 
asked the Sub-Committee to develop these ideas further. and also to consider 

a natural history exhbition, and/or bus tours, to promote the club to the’ - 
public. If any member has any suggestions, pass them on to Rob Watkins 

(43 4891), 


INCORPORATION 


Members are reminded that further discussion is to take place at the April 
meeting on the desirability of legally incorporating the B.F.N.C, 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor and President. 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo. 


My Favourite Eucalypt. 


I have been asked what is my favourite Eucalypt? My answer is, 
undoubtedly, Eucalyptus erythrocorys, Illyarrie or Red Capped Mallee. 
Beautiful as I consider this tree to be, I have, as yet, had to admire 
it from afar. Up to date my efforts to grow one in my own garden have almost 
entirely failed; however more about this later. 


My first acquaintance with this tree was a lovely specimen in front 
of the Alice Springs Post Office, some years ago, and again, when a member 
of our club displayed a specimen branch at a general meeting. Who it was, 
and from where he obtained the specimen I cannot remember. I have on one 
occasion only, seen this tree in flower in Bendigo. This was in Peter 
Ellis! garden, a young tree with several flowers at the time. I believe it 
has since died. 


A smallish tree, to some fifteen feet, or a little more, with a large 
spreading crown, the feature of the Red Cap Mallee is its florescence. 
Flowers up to two inches across, lemon yellow at first, and darkening to 
rich sulphur yellow later, a colour which compliments the brilliant red 
of the bud caps, which are square shaped, in the form of a cross, resembling 

a "biretta™ or Bishops Hat. 


This budeap is referred to in the botanical name "erythrocorys" 
which means "Red Helmet". Illyarrie is the Aboriginal pame's sate ther common 
name, Red Cap Mallee, is self-explanatory. 


The large bright green seed capsule completes the colour scheme of 
the unique florescence of this tree. Each colour being complimentary to 
the other, the combined result is easy to look at. Adding to the effect 
is the fact that, buds, flowers and seed capsules are all carried at the 


same time. 


I will now continue with an account of my efforts to grow it in Bendigo. 
Some eight years ago, I obtained a young tube specimen from Wail Nursery. 
Most of the fifty odd specimens of other species which I obtained from the 
same source at the same time have grown to mature trees, and have flowered 
well, Not so the "erythrocorys", which has struggled from the start. 
It would grow on for a while, then die back, then start again with juvenile 
leaves and look encouraging for a while, only to die back again. 


Finally, somewhere among my Native Plant literature, I read an article 
on the Eucalypts which grow in limestone country. (Euc. erythrocorys grows 
naturally on a coastal strip of Western Australia on limestone soils). 

The article claimed that experiments have proved that they do much better 
if limestone chips are added to the soil before planting, apparently 
having the effect of lowering the acidity of the soil. 


Having no idea where to obtain limestone chips I decided to experiment | 
with light dressings of garden lime, well watered in. 


Over the last six months, during which time I have given the tree three 
light dressings of garden lime, my young tree has responded well, and shown 
remarkable improvement. It has reached a height of some three feet, (90 cree 
with a nice symmetrical crown, clothed with fresh, green, canines é 
adult foliage with many live growing tips. 


4, 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


I now have hopes of seeing, in the not too distant future, a lovely 
specimen of "Illyarrie" flowering in my garden. For anyone wishing to try 
and grow one, remember that while in the juvenile foliage stage, it is 
frost tender, I have grown mine on a raised mound with a water saucer, 
and have given it an adequate supply of water, ; 


RRR RRR EAE 
Now for a few further remarks on the germination of Acacia seeds:- 


.. Ihave been told that another pre-tréatment of the seeds is to cook - 
them in a Micro-wave oven, while, on the natural scene, some experts . 
believe that Acacia seeds lay on the ground for several years before 
germinating. This would mean that the young plants starting now could be 
from seeds dropped several years ago. The actions of the sun and rain 
gradually soften the hard coating until sufficient moisture seeps through 
to allow germination to begin. As our Golden Wattles did not flower last 
year, due to the drought, and consequently there were no seeds shed, 
therefore the young plants now appearing in our garden must have been on 


the ground for at least two seasons. 


Rae kR RA Re ee 


I was pleased to read: the interesting comments by Margaret Watts, on 
the article, "In a Native Garden", which appeared in the Jan./Feb. issue of 
"Whirrakee". It is good to know that someone reads, and is interested in, 
my articles. I had exactly the same reactions on first seeing a specimen 
of Eucalyptus formanii. The fine, soft foliage also led me to believe 
that it was a Net Bush. I have received several reports of findings of 
Prasophyllum nigricans, and from widely separated localities. Evidently 
this orchid is widespread in our area, and I suspect more plentiful than 
it is thought to be, only being found by the most diligent searchers. 


MR AR RON BORK & 


GERMINATION OF GOLD-DUST WATTLE SEED 
: et Ss teat by Ray Wallace, | 


I was very interested to read Margaret Watts' letter in the March 1984 
edition of Whirrakee, particularly the portion dealing with the heavy 
germination of Varnish Wattle, Acacia verniciflua, seed in the Inglewood 
area. . ARTA ati 


; In the local bushland around Eaglehawk and Myers Flat I have been ; 
struck by the very heavy seed germination of another Wattle species, . 
namely Gold-dust Wattle, Acacia acinacea. This species has germinated 

far more heavily in the Eaglehawk area than any other Wattle species since 
the drought. broke. Along the Swan Hill railway-line in February were 
hundreds of juvenile Goid-dust Wattles, complete with their greyish-green 
bipinnate juvenile leaves. ; 


GERMINATION OF GOLD-DUST WATTLE SEED continued. 


This plant spreads more consistently by suckering rather than by 
seed germination in the Eaglehawk area, in my experience. Only on very 
rare occasions have I ever been able to find a seedling Gold-dust Wattle, 
and yet this year after the drought they are about, in hundreds at least, 
if not thousands. My observations tend to make me believe that this species 
is a much less prolific seed-bearer than, for example, Golden Wattle, 
Acacia pycnantha, or Ausfelds' Wattle, Acacia ausfeldii. Usually Gold-dust 
Wattle has only sparsely scattered seed-pods (usually twisted or curved), 
the two above named species by contrast are often loaded with pods. 
This does leave a couple of intriguing questions. Firstly, does it perhaps 
suggest that Gold-dust Wattle may not be geared towards optimum regeneration 
by seed germination? If this is the case, why has it regenerated so 
noticeably from seed, germinated whilst the heavy seed bearers have not 
regenerated to near the same extent as Gold-dust Wattle in the Eaglehawk 
bushland? — “s +e) ' 


Golden Wattle is, of course, reliant to some extent on fire to 
trigger germination. One could wonder what is the catalyst, besides 
rainfall, which triggered the Gold-dust Wattle's germination. 


Me ded Fer Selides Yel ose ise ode ese “ae” ve 


BLUEBELLS IN BENDIGO 
r by Bill Perry. 


On Wednesday, 14th December, 1983, I was walking up Williamson Stree:, — 
Bendigo, alongside the S.E.C. offices. I noticed many plants of some species _ 
of a much-branched Wahlenbergia (Bluebell), growing at the foot of the brick 
wall of this building. Where the asphalt footpath had formerly met the 
wall was a narrow crack from which the plants were growing. No doubt, in 
times of rain, water ran down the wall into the crack, supplying sufficient 
moisture for the plants to survive. The plants were about twelve to fifteen 
inches tall (30-45 cms). : : 


Passing the same place the following Monday, I noticed that all of the 
plants at the foot of the wall were gone. Maybe there had been a Christmas 
cleanup. However, I managed to secure a few flowering specimens growing along 
the base of the adjoining corrugated iron fence. 


The small, blue flowers were less than a half-inch in diameter. 
Wahlenbergia has been, and remains, a difficult genus to classify. With the 
aid of "A Handbook to the Plants in Victoria'- J.H.Willis , and the 
Victorian Naturalist, March 1947, which contains an interesting article on 
Wahlenbergia by Noel Lothian, who has worked on the revision of this genus, 
I concluded that the Williamson Street plants were Wahlenbergia quadrifida 
(Sprawling Bluebell), a native species, Lothian'sarticle contained diagrans 
of this species and included details of the anthers (a key point), and 
illustrated the curiously bent stamen and basal appendage. _ 
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_ GREY BUTCHERBIRD - CRACTICUS TORQUATUS 
Bendigo Bird Observers S29 See of the ee pescpseon ovenber ea 


APPEARANCE Medium-sized Bush binds 280-320 mm long, i.e. enaitiet ‘hen the 
Magpie, larger than the Mudlark. Male-and female birds are similar, with 

a black head, white throat and collar, white in front of eyes, white rump, | 
grey back, - (ere si white underbody. The bill is black and hooked at the. _ 
‘tip, bluish-grey: towards the head. They differ from the Pied Butcherbirds 
which have a black: back except for a broader white collar, black throat 

and breast, and are slightly- longer.: ' 
Immature Grey Butcherbirds are ‘russet brown above and mottled brown 
underneath, They take about’ two’ years to attain full adult plumage. 


CALL Both’ male and female partners often. share in the loud melodious 
vollicking song, which is made from a perched position. The birds bow up ant 
down while making the calls. They are HES zaboputed to. endures in eA 

in subdued sub- “song. ; 


HABITAT -Although nowhere common, ‘grey butcherbirda oceur in most habitats, 
except mallee areas, in the Bendigo District. 


FOOD Often the birds perch ona branch, quietly for short or long periods, 
watching for movement of prey on the ground, when’ they swoop swiftly to 
seize the prey. Food consists of small reptiles, insects, small birds, mice, 
seeds and fruit. Sometimes the food is fastened to a spike or thorn or 
wedged in a tree fork to assist in tearing it apart with the bird's 

hooked bill, and sometimes kept there to eat later, 


BREEDING Nesting in the Bendigo area may occur between July to January. 
The nest is bowl-shaped, untidy, composed ‘of twigs, and lined with fine 
roots and other plent fibre material. It is usually positioned in a 
vertical fork, from a few feet to more than 30 or 40 feet above ground. 
Three, four or five eggs are laid which may be dull-green to light brown 
in colour sprinkled with red-brown or purplish spots .and blotches. 

No information is. available as to incubation and fledging periods. 


GENERAL ‘Flight is, Fast and direct, with, shallow wing-beats. Birds defend 
their nests very aggnes sively against predators including humans, and Se 
the same territory from year to year. Sometimes young birds remain with the 
parents and assist with the raising of the brood in the following year. _ 
Grey Butcherbirds have occasionally been heard and sighted within urban areas 
of Bendigo and-with breeding territories close to habitation. 

Territories appear to be widely scattered.> ° 

Observations indicate that the Grey Butcherbird is more ‘aggressive than the — 
Pied Butcherbird and that the Pied lives more on insects and reptiles 

and is less predatory on birds ‘than the Grey. y 
There was one cbservation-of a Grey Butcherbird seen taking small iene 
Other observations included ‘the catching for food of finches, ms white- 
plumed honeyeater, blue wren, skinks and beetles. “ti 
They appear to terrorize small birds. One bird was observed to will four 
young magpies in a nest,-over a period of about seven minutes, . 
It appears that, in ‘the Huntly area, Grey Butcherbirds are a little mone 
common than they were many years ago. nis 
Calls are made throughout the day, less Erequently during the middle of 

the day, and are also made throughout the year. 

Both male and female birds are vocal. 


Compiled by Bill Flentje. 


THE TERRICKS STATE FOREST, MURRAY VALLEY STUDY AREA: 


A SUBMISSION TO THE LANDS CONSERVATION COUNCIL BY THE BIRD OBSERVERS 
GROUP (BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB). 


18.11.1983 


Introduction 


The Terricks State Forest is situated four kilometres north of Mitiamo 
and comprises one of the largest areas of Callitris forest (2558 ha.) in 
Victoria. The area was reserved by Government in 1885, at the request 
of settlers, when the clearing of Murray Pine areas for wheat farming 
was occurring. More recently the Forest has been a source of timber - 
Murray Pine for fencing, shed poles, garden furniture end house stumps; 
and eucalypts timber for dry firewood. Other uses of the area include 
grazing, honey production, gravel procurement and recreation. 


We would like to draw the following points to your attention:- 
1. It is a unique stand of forest, of its type, in Victoria. 


2, The dominant trees ave two species of Murray Pine (Callitris 
-columellaris and C. preissii), Yellow ser (Eucalyptus. me1liodora) 
and Grey Box (E. microcarpa). 


3. The area is an isolated outlier of its vegetation type, aut a  asieew 

of plants found in the area are at the south-eastern edge of their 
range, ¢.g.; Berrigan (Eremophila longifolia), Hooked Needlewood . 
'(Hakea tephrosperma), Pimelea Daisy-bush (Olearia pimeleoides), 
Desert Cassia SII nemophila) and Small-leaved Clematis (Clematis 
microphylla). i 


4, The Forest includes significant areas of tussocky net ae and 
tussock-grass woodland habitats (spear and wallaby grasses). Before 
the arrival of Europeans these habitats were very widespread in the 
drier. parts of Victoria. The Terricks State Forest is one of the few 
remaining examples of this type of habitat. 


5. The area has great scenic appeal, due largely to the natural blend of 
eucalypt and pine, and to the granite outcrops. 


6. The granite-type vegetation is peculiar to a few such isolated dry 
granitic outcrops and their associated coarse sands. In the Terricks 
State Forest the main shrubs are Deane's Wattle (Acacia deanii var. 
paucijuga), Snowy Mint-bush (Prostanthera nivea) and the Nodding 
Blue-lily (Stypandra glauca). 


7. At least 100 species of bird can be found in the Tervicks State Boreas 
Of these, 28 species have been observed to nest there with a further 
41 aaraties probably nesting there. 


8. The forest is an important feeding and nesting area for a variety of 
parrots Hebei Budgerygahs and. an isolated population of Mallee 
Ringnecks, 


9, The Bush Thick- panes (Stone Curlew) is listed as a ineceniel species* 
and was common in the area twenty years ago. 


10. At least four groups of Grey-crowned Babblers are residents in the area. 
This species is listed as being of 'restricted distribution or rare'* 
and has declined markedly in Victoria this century. 


8 * 2 


THE TERRICKS STATE FOREST, MURRAY VALLEY STUDY AREA: continued. 


Recommendations 


1. We would like part of the Forest to be set aside as a Flora and Fauna 
Reserve. The suggested management zones are indicated on the 
_ accompanying map and their uses listed below, 


Area al; (Shown shaded) Flora and Fauna Reserve, 
2 No grazing or harvesting of timber. 


Ards 2. (Shown stippled): State Forest. No grazing. 
- Harvesting of Callitris permitted. 


Area 3. (Uncoloured) State Forest. Harvesting ef Callitris and 
‘grazing permitted. 


2. The apparent current policy of no felling of eucalypts should be 
maintained. The many large old eucalypts provide an outstanding 
concentration of nest sites for parrots and other hole-nesting birds, 
and the open woodland habitat they form is the home of the Grey-crowned 
Babbler. 


3. No gravel should be removed from the proposed Flora and Fauna Reserve. 


4, High density grazing of cattle, or any grazing of sheep is undesirable 
in any part of the Forest. Consideration should be given to periodic 
- pemoval of grazing on a rotational basis from all sections of.the 
Forest to permit regeneration of Callitris and native herbs and grasses, 
Reduction of the Fire hazard around the picnic area at Mt, Terrick 
Terrick (where we have recommended no. grazing) by burning of strip 
firebreaks may be necessary. 


5. ~ Unnecessary fences within the proposed Flora and Fauna Reserve should 
_ be removed. 


Yours sincerely, 
John D. Berry. 


President Bird Observers Group 
(B.F.N.C.) 


* Ahern, L.D. (1982) Threatened Wildlife in Victoria and issues related 
19. Bice conservation. Fisheries and Wildlife Paper No., 27, 
he keke kk ke kk 


(This submission was prepared einen ite a Bird Observers Group Cannone 

to the Terricks Forest in November, and has been reproduced for the interest 
of members. John Berry has been revising the bird list which accompanied 
the submission, and an updated and annotated version will appear in a 

later Whirrakee). 
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THREATENED WILDLIFE 


This list is of species occurring in North Central Victoria, 
excluding vagrants, that are considered endangered etc. within 
Victoria. The asterisked species remain at least fairly common 
(presumably) in other states. It is summarized from 'Threatened 
Wildlife in Victoria and issues related to its conservation' by 
L. D. Ahern, Fisheries and Wildlife Paper, Victoria, No. 27, 1982. 


Endangered: Plains-Wanderer 
Regent Honeyeater 
Vulnerable: Bush Thick-knee (Stone-curlew)* 
Restricted distribution or rare, Freckled Duck 
or both, in Victoria: Grey-crowned Babbler * 
Brolga * 
Indeterminate, possibly threatened: Peregrine Falcon 


ate 


Squirrel Glider * 
Brush-tailed Phascogale (Tuan) * 
Latham's Snipe (Japanese Snipe) 
Pied Cormorant * 


‘Requiring careful monitoring: ~ Long-billed Corella 


Of these, probably only the Grey-crowned Babbler, Brolga, 
Peregrine Falcon, Squirrel Glider and Tuan have strongholds within 
North Central Victoria, whilst the Regent Honeyeater formerly had a 
local stronghold. 


This Club has a floral emblem in Bendigo Waxflower. / 
How about a faunal emblem? My nomination is for the Tuan, this being 
a delightful species that is something of a feature of this area. 


Contributed by Don Franklin 


TUAN (Phascogale tapoatafa) 


Illustration by George Browning, from C.W. Brazenor's book, 
"The Mammals of Victoria", published in 1950. 
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BOYULISM IN WATERFOWL 
by Robert Jones 


Botulism has been recognised in waterfowl since 1930, and is 
responsible for millions of deaths in water birds each year in lakes and 
marshes throughout the world. Losses in individual outbreaks are variable, 
but can be spectacular. Botulism is a disease caused by the ingestion of 
a toxin (i.e. poison) produced by a particular type of bacterium, which 
is widespread in soil. 


Two recent outbreaks of botulism this summer highlight the perilous 
existence of waterfowl in northern Victoria. Early in December 1983 
large numbers of grey teals, grebes, coots and black ducks were found on 
Lake Lalbert showing the classical signs of botulism (leg weakness, 
incoordination, depression, drooping of the wings and paralysis of the 
neck with the head sagging to the ground). Grey teals were the most 
commonly affected. In January 1984 a similar situation was found on Lake 
Lyndger at Boort, but here mountain ducks were the predominant species 
affected. On one day Fisheries and Wildlife staff collected approximately 
300 dead mountain ducks from the lake. 


Both lakes filled as a result of good winter and spring rains, but 
subsequently receded during the summer. Warm temperatures, shallow water, 
abundant invertebrates, and oxygen depletion caused by weeds, algae and 
rotting vegetation provided favourable conditions for the multiplication 
of botulism bacteria and the production of toxin. 


There is no treatment for sick water birds and most die as a result 
of drowning, respiratory failure, dehydration or predation. 


Management strategies are utilised in the U.S.A. to combat botulism 
in waterfowl, particularly flooding of wetlands in summer, Such strategies 
are generally regarded as impractical in Australia despite the relatively 
high frequency of the disease and conditions conducive to its development. 


The two outbreaks of botulism in waterfowl at Lake Lalbert and Lake 
Lyndger were investigated by John Galvin, a veterinary surgeon at Swan 
Hill together with officers from Fisheries and Wildlife. The disease was 
confirmed as botulism at the Bendigo Regional Veterinary Laboratory. 


Reference 
Gary A. Wobeser (1981). Diseases of Wild Waterfowl: 
Plenum Press , New York. 
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CENTRAL VICTORIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


The next meeting of the Central Victorian Archaeological Society will be 
held on Monday 30th April at 7.30 p.m. at the B.C.A.E. 

The speaker will be Dr. Colin Hope on the forthcoming Egyptian Mummy 
Exhibition to be held at the Museum of Victoria in Melbourne in May. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, MARCH 1984 MEETING 
ROVE ONS 9) MARCH 1984 MEETING 
Highlights - White Goshawk at Maiden Gully 
~ Crested Pigeon that had been banded, recovered at Strathfieldsaye. 


“- Common Sandpipers at May Swamp 
The meeting 


Our guest speaker, Bruce Male, talked about the two aspects of his 
bird banding work - an assessment of the way birds utilize different ages 
(since harvesting) of mallee in the Whipstick; and the improvement of _ 
ageing and sexing techniques for birds in the hand and in the field. 

The highlight for some members was the photograph of a grey and black 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater. A unique slide! The group's appreciation of a. 
fine address’ was summarized aptly by Mr. Kellam who moved the vote of wt rian 
thanks. Due to: lack of time there was no Bird of the Night, 


Observations 
age ee 


Of several reported sightings of different binds of prey the occurrence 
of a White Goshawk at Maiden Gully was the most interesting. It was seen 
over a five day period in. late January. Could this be the same individual 
as was seen in April last year (see June and July Whirrakees)? GOT 
A Whistling Kite was seen flying over the Specimen Hill Primary School on © 
the 6th of February. A Little Falcon was observed fighting a Brown Goshawk 
at White Hills on the 26th of February. The falcon was smaller but faster 
and would rise about 20 metres then dive, meeting the goshawk as it 
laboured upwards. A kilometre away on the same day a male Peregrine Falenn 
was seen circling low and flapping more or less constantly at dusk. 

The observer suspects it was hawking the large dragonflies that were’ 
plentiful at the time, and eating them on the wing, 


On the 16th of December 1380 Roy Speechley banded three Crested Pigeons | 
at Strathfieldsaye. ‘On the 18th of January this year, three years and one 
month later, one.of them crashed into a window, killing itself. The window 
just happened to belong to other members who live two kilometres south 
of the banding site, This’ pigeon seems still to be extending its range 
within our district. On the Oth of February a single bird was seen in the 
North Redesdale area in a paddock of mature Grey and Yellow Box trees 
close to a recently harvested cereal crop, this being an unusually far- 
southerly record. 


A flock of 60 or more Little Ravens were observed in the Red Gums - 
along Emu Creek at Strathfieldsaye for nearly four weeks during January 
and February. An abundant hatching of large cicadas appears to have 
attracted the ravens. Flocks of this size aré typical of this species, 
in contrast to the better known Australian ”’Raven which generally lives in 
pairs, 


The moist conditions of last year, combined with reasonable summer ' 
rainfall and mild temperatures and perhaps also.the lack of population 
pressure that resulted from the decimation of bird populations during the 
drought seem to have encouraged many birds to continue breeding through > 
summer and even into autumn. One instance reported was of Little Grebes 
nesting on a dam at North Redesdale for the second time this year. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, MARCH 1984 MEETING continued. 


The past six months have been exceptional for the number of Royal 
Spoonbills seen in the district. The most recent is of a single bird at the 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm. It has been seen on a number of occasions, and keeps 
company with a single Yellow-billed Spoonbill. 


In spite of its name, the Common Sandpiper is a rare species in these 
parts, having been recorded previously only as single birds in the summers 
of 1978-79 and 1982-83, On the 30th of January two birds were seen on a 
small mudflat on May Swamp. They were seen again on the 5th of February. 
This wader is somewhat unusual in often being found on rocky shorelines 
or perched on stumps, and on its previous visits these have been its 
habits. However on these recent occasions they were seen sharing a mudflat 
with Black-fronted Dotterels and Mudlarks. 
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EASTER CAMP 


Location 


Property of Evan and Linda Thomas, "Cambria", on the Wakool River out of 
Barham (N.S.W.) 


Dates 


Friday 20th to Wednesday 25th April (if you are able to take Tuesday as a 
holiday). 


Route from Bendigo 

Bendigo to Kerang, 130 km. In Kerang, turn right down the main street, 
taking the road to Koondrook. After crossing the Murray River into crane, 
go straight ahead, where a sign indicates the way to Moulamein. 


Directions to Campsite 

24.5 Kms out of Barham on the Moulamein road, turn left into Miller's Lane. 
Drive for three kilometres, and turn right into Steilsons Road. Proceed for 
0.5 km and turn left into Thomas Road. Proceed for about one kilometre, 

and you will see a sign "Cambria"’, pointing to the left. Drive up to the 
house, and turn right onto a track just before you reach the house. 
Look for "B.F.N.C." signs. The track crosses a billabong and winds about for 
nearly five kilometres. Where it touches the Wakool River for the second 
time is the campsite. There is a large open area, and banks that slope 
gradually to a long open stretch of water. Caravans and campervans will be 
okay. This track can become greasy after rain, but this should not be a 
problem, unless rain is prolonged. 


Campsite facilities 


1. Pit toilet. 2. Large open fireplace with hot water fountain. 
3. 18 x 12 ft. polypropylene weather cover. 4, Washing water from the river. 
5. Drinking water obtainable from tap at the house. This will be marked. 


Please bring 

1. Containers for drinking and. washing water. 2. Waterproof gear (raincoat) 
3, Some warm clothing. 4, Canoes, kayaks. 5. Fishing gear, yabbying gear. 
6. Field naturalist equipment, field guides. 7. Musical instruments. 

8. Reading books. 9. Loose cover up clothing and mosquito repellent. 


14, 


EASTER CAMP continued 


Food and Petrol supplies 
In Barham, 25 kilometres away. 
Activities; 


1. Bird watching: water and bush birds. 2. Botany... 

3. Water activities (fishing, swimming, boating). 

4, Possible day gis. fe. Be gals bush plains north of Moulamein, : AA eSe 
salt.works). 


Special Dinner 


John Lindner will cook the usual special chicken dinner in the camp oven. 
If you wish to DAKEaKe pies e bring one chicken per family, and See 
vegetables. 


Notification - Most Important 


You are hereby politely requested to notify John Lindner of your intention 
to come, and when you think you will arrive. This will help organisation 
a great deal. Please see me at the April meeting, or telephone (39 7308) 

I will be travelling up to the camp on Good Friday morning. I especially 
want to know of anybody who is travelling up on Thursday evening. 


MAY SCHOOL HOLIDAYS CANE - HATTAH-KULKYNE NATIONAL PARK 
Dates Saturday 5th - Sunday 20th May 
Charges Nil, as far as I am aware, 


Campsite ny 
Western shore of Lake Mouer nee north of the main camping ground at EG 
Hattah, We will be staying, however, in an official camping area with toilet, 
tables and fireplaces. The ranger will provide us with a special large tr 
fireplace rim, to enable us to have an open fire and our usual specialties 
(hot water fountain, camp ovens, etc.). The campsite is situated beneath . 

the large and beautiful River Red Gums which border the lake. The lake 

water is generally suitable for both drinking and washing, but in case if. 
gets a little muddy or it doesn't suit you, you can obtain rainwater from 

a tap at the ranger's house. Campervans and caravans are allowed to travel 
out to Lake Mournpall, One problem of accessability to Lake Mournpall lies 
in the road surface: it gets greasy after a little rain, and some parts are 
very sandy. However, in the former case, you need only wait for the road 
surface to dry, and in the latter, if the worse comes to the worst, we 

ean get a 4-wheel drive vehicle to assist, 


Directions to CSTPEARS 
Just past the ranger's house, turn left (north) off the bitumen. Follow the. 


dirt road to Lake Mournpall, where you will see a sign "Mournpall Camping 
Area, 3.5 kan". ihe campsite is 9 kilometres from the bitumen in all, 


Activities 

Botany, birdwatching, sight-seeing. Interesting habitats include the cenieding: 
floodplains, sandhills, mallee scrub, lakes and lake verges, Chalka Creek 

and the Murray River, arid plains (e.g. Raak Plain). We may also go to 
Wyperfeld National Park for one day, or overnight (166 km). 


Route from Bendigo 

Via Inglewood, Chariton, Wycheproof, Sea Lake, Ouyen, Hattah (B10 km). or 
via Kerang, Swan Halts . Nyah West, Piangil, Manangatang , Annuello, Gayfield, 
Hattah (356 km). 
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MAY SCHOOL HOLIDAYS CAMP HATTAH=KULKYNE NATIONAL PARK continued 


Please Bring 

Warm clothing, waterproof dem (raincoat), ,canoes, kayaks, ‘fishing gear, 
container for drinking water (from tap), field naturalist equipment, 
field guides, musical instruments , veading books. 


John Lindner will supply the following: Hot water botie® ' and tripod, 
camp-oven, 18 x 12 ft. po-ypropylene shelter. 


Food and Petrol Supplies 
Hattah General Store, just dawn ase poad... - 


Notification - Most Important~* 


You are hereby politely bequdeted ‘to notify ion enanes of your intention 
to come, and when you think you'll arrive. This will make organisation a_ 
lot easier. Please see me at the April or May meetings » on: geguc baci 

(39 7308). 

I will be travelling to the National Park on Sunday 6th or Monday 7th 
Anyone travelling earlier would be of great help in making the initial 
contact with one of the rangers (Denis Ward or Ross’ Curnow) and setting 
up the campsite. Please see me for OEE So 


‘John Lindner. 


MAY EXCURSION - INGLEWOOD. 
Sunday’ May 13th 


Pred and Margaret Watts and Barbara Watts have invited us again to thet 
place in Inglewood, due to the wet weather and poor bird-watching 
conditions when the same excursion was held in January. They live in the 
mallee just out of town, and attract many birds with food and water, 

You can just sit on the verandah. 


fi 


How to get there 

In Inglewood, turn left in Verdon Street (the road to Kingower and Melville 
Caves). Go out about one kilometre, until you see a dense patch of mallee 
on the right. Slow down and you will see a sign "Koongoora - Land for 
Wildlife", and also the Watts! name on it, on the ight. “a 


Times 
Go direct, rather than moet ‘ng.in Havlin Street. You can. Zo. any. time. after 
1.0 p.m. 


Brin 
Binoculars and field guides, 
Afternoon tea, 


3. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 28/3/84 


The brochure to advertise "Eucalypts of Bendigo" is still being 
prepared, It was decided that a sample page from the book should be 
reproduced on the brochure. 


It has been decided to hold Conservation Sub Committee meetings 
between 5.30 and 6.30 pm on the third Wednesday of each month. 


The Botany Group meeting place is to be changed to the biology 
laboratory at the B.C.A.E. 


The 40th Anniversary Sub Committee has discussed a number of possible 
activities including a sumposium, a publication, preparation of audio 
visual material, and hosting of a W.V.F.N.C.A. meeting. 

Committee discussed the idea of an exhibition and/or bus tours and 

has referred these ideas to the Sub Committee. It was also suggested 
that the February meeting could feature a display of pictorial material 
showing past activities of the club. 


The club is to purchase from BCV 8 a copy of the "Looking around" 
video tapes which involved club members. 


The sum of $25,00 was approved for purchase of plants for the planting 
project at the Department of Agriculture, 


Meeting procedure was discussed and it was suggested that notes and 
observations and library borrowing be done between 7.30 and 8.0 pm 
before the meeting is formally opened. 

It was also suggested that excursion announcements be made at the end 
of the meeting. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


A.C.F. Newsletter Vol.16 No. 2 March 84 

Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No. 214 March 84 
Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion News Sheet March 84 
Parkwatch No. 1386. Autumn 84 

The Bird Observer No. 626 March 84 

E.C.0.S. No. 39 Autumn 84 

Sunraysia B.0.C. Newsletter Vol, 2 No. 5 March 84. 
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BEN DIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB © 
Address for correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 
Office bearers for 1983-1984 


PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal.Guliy +46 


8 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick 139-6 
JUWIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner Burns St., Axedale G7 
SECRET ARY Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 6 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Rod Fyffe S46 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 49 7 
TREASURER ~ _ Helene’ Boon _ Kamarooka | = 8609 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka 4 36 9 
EXCURSIGY ORGANISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale ehh Yi 
LIBRART AN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 5 
‘EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully 46 8 


wove we ok oe ok ok x 
Menibership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all these 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and children $6.00. 
Whirrakee subscription only, $10.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at ‘the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epson. 
Meetings start at 7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. 

The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Specia? 


hei 


Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified, 


Pull day excursions normally commence at 10.0a.m. (usually on a Sunday? . 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.0p.m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times 
in a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C, has two active sub-groups. 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. : 
President:' John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 
Secretary: Harvey Rich 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough . 61 1698 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of each month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. - 


President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


~- DIARY - 


MEETINGS 

April 11 Speaker: Frank Pears, (Bendigo High School) 
“Topic: Spiders. 

May 2 * Speaker: Dr. Colin Officer, (B.F.N.C. Member from Seymour) 
Topic: Conservation Initiatives in the Seymour District. 
* Please note earlier date-brought forward one week because 
of May School Holiday Camp at Hattah National Park. 

June 13 Speaker: Dr. Robert Seviours, (B.C.A.E.Dept. of Chemistry 

- and Biological~ Batons) 

Topic: Fungi. 

EXCURSIONS 

Sun.April 15 Trees of Rosalind Park and Bendigo's streets. 

(afternoon) Leaders: John Lindner (39 7308) and Mary Wilkinson (46 8736) 


‘You're all familiar with the trees of our streets and 
gardens, but how many can you identify? Join us for what 
should be a pleasant autumn stroll, and learn a bit more 
about the trees we generally take for granted. 

Meet at the Conservatory entrance to Rosalind Park, at 2. Opm. 


EASTER/Anzad Day Campout on Evan Thomas' property on the Wakool River near 


April 2)-25 Barham, N.S.W. Full details on pages 13-14, 
Sun.April 29 Working bee at Department of Agriculture grounds, Epsom, 
(afternoon) to plant out selection of local natives. in garden bed set 


aside for this purpose, from 2.0 pm. Meet at Agric. Dept. 
ear park. Co-ordinator: John Lindner, 39 7308. 


MAY SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP to HATTAH LAKES NATIONAL PARK 

Sat.May 5 to Sun. May 20. See pages 14-15 for details. 

Sun.May 13 Visit to the Watts' place at Inglewood for birdwatching 
afternoon. See page 15 for details. — 

MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

Thurs.April 12 8.0 pm, Graham and Diane Hill's home , 31 Curnow Sites 
Golden Square. Topic for discussion will be the rat- 


kangaroos which could have been living in the Bendigo area 
at the time of European settlement. 


CONSERVATION GROUB INAUGURAL MEETING 


Wed. Apr.18 5.30 pm - 6.30 pm at Rod Fyffe's home, 546 Hargreaves St., 
Bendigo. Heeting Convenor, Chris eee 4u6 8141. 


BOTANY GROUP 


Fri.Apr.27 Biology ceens Top eaoaues applied Science 1 Laine te: 
-B.C.A.E. 

BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP . 

Fri.May 4 -. 7,30 pm, Dept: of agninal caren Epsom. 


Speaker: Mrs Eilleen McCulloch, past secretary of B.0.C. 
Topic: Birds and man and vice versa. 
Bird of the Night: Southern Whiteface. 


Sat. May 5 9.0 am, Bull St. entrance to Rosalind Park for a 
Honeyeater Survey of Bendigo street trees. 
Leader: John Berry. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed.Apr.18 8.0 pm, at Rod Fyffe's home, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo. 
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